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SPEECH BY SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
BEFORE MONTANA CRIMESTOPPERs LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
MAY 26, 1983
1883 JUN 10 AN Ia 15
THANK YOU* I'M DELIGHTED TO BE HERE TONIGHT, AND TO BE PART
OF YOUR STATE CONFERENCE.
I APPLAUD YOUR EFFORTS. THERE IS TOO MUCH CRIME IN MONTANA.
IT'S NOT THE KIND OF CRIME THAT MAKES HEADLINES IN WASHINGTON,
D*C. OR THAT WE WATCH ON "HILL STREET BLUES."
AND THAT S PART OF THE PROBLEM. EARLIER THIS YEAR, I TRIED
TO GET APPOINTED TO THE CRIMINAL LAW SUBCOMMITTEE. I WAS
SUCCESSFUL, I'M PLEASED TO REPORT*
BUT WHAT I REMEMBER MOST ABOUT MY EFFORT IS HOW MANY
SENATORS CAME UP TO ME AND ASKED "MAX,.WHY IN THE WORLD DO YOU
WANT TO SPEND YOUR TIME WORKING ON CRIMINAL LAW? AFTER ALL, HOW
MUCH CRIME CAN THERE BE IN MONTANA?"
WE KNOW THERE S CRIME IN MONTANA. CRIME IN SPARSELY
POPULATED AREAS HAS RISEN 400 PERCENT IN THE PAST TWO DECADES*
AFTER UNEMPLOYMENT, MONTANANS CONSIDER CRIME THE SECOND MOST
SERIOUS PROBLEM FACING THEM TODAY.
BUT UNDERSTANDING THE IMPORTANCE OF STOPPING CRIME IS JUST
THE BEGINNING*
TO REDUCE CRIME SIGNIFICANTLY WE MUST FORGE A NEW
PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND TOWNS AND CITIES.
LOCAL POLICE AND SHERIFFS DEPARTMENTS ARE ON THE FRONT LINE OF
OUR ANTI-CRIME EFFORT*
BUT. WITHOUT SUPPORT AND LEADERSHIP FROM THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT, THEY WILL NOT BE EFFECTIVE.
MY GOAL ON THE CRIME SUBCOMMITTEE IS TO MAKE SURE THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HOLDS UP ITS END OF THE BARGAIN. THERE ARE
SEVERAL THINGS THAT I BELIEVE THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CAN DO TO
MAKE SURE YOU ARE EFFECTIVE IN YOUR EFFORTS*
( FIRST, CONGRESS CAN STRENGTHEN FEDERAL CRIMINAL LAWS. DRUG
TRAFFICKING IS A GOOD EXAMPLE*
EACH YEAR, UNTOLD TONS OF ILLEGAL DRUGS ARE BROUGHT IN THE
UNITED STATES. MILLIONS OF DOLLARS ARE MADE EACH YEAR'BY DRUG
SMUGGLERS PEDDLING THEIR POISON IN OUR NEIGHBORHOODS, ON OUR
STREETS AND IN OUR SCHOOLYARDS*
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CAN -- AND MUST -- PLAY THE PIVOTAL
ROLE IN ENDING THIS EVIL* I AM PLEASED TO REPORT THAT
LEGISLATION SOON WILL BE CONSIDERED BY THE SENATE TO HELP THIS
THIS BILL WOULD IMPOSE TOU NALTI FOR THOSE WHO S
AND IMPORT ILLEGAL DRUGS* WOULD SET UP A CABINET-LEVEL
OFFICER TO ORGANIZE AND COORDINATE THE ANTI-DRUG EFFORTS OF
FEDERAL AGENCIES*
FOR THE FIRST TIME, ALL THESE AGENCIES WOULD HAVE A WAY TO
COMBINE THEIR EFFORTS TO FIGHT THIS COMMON ENEMY. I STRONGLY
SUPPORT THIS LEGISLATION.
BUT THERE ARE OTHER ACTIONS -- LESS DRAMATIC -~ THAT THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST TAKE. ANY CRIMINAL ACTIVITY CONDUCTED IN
MORE THAN ONE STATE CAN FRUSTRATE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS*
FEDERAL CRIMINAL LAWS NOW COVER MANY INTERSTATE CRIMES. BUT
THERE ARE SOME NEGLECTED AREAS*
I WANT TO MAKE SURE CONGRESS CONSIDERS A NUMBER OF BILLS
DEALING WITH GAPS IN FEDERAL CRIMINAL CODE. THERE IS A BILL THAT
WOULD MAKE IT A FEDERAL CRIME TO USE THE MAILS TO PERPETRATE
CONSUMER FRAUD SCHEMES.
THERE IS A BILL TO EXPAND THE SCOPE OF FEDERAL CHILD
PORNOGRAPHY DISTRIBUTION LAWS*
IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS, I WILL INTRODUCE A BILL TO MAKE
LIVESTOCK FRAUD OR THEFT A FEDERAL CRIME IF INTERSTATE COMMERCE
IS INVOLVED*
THERE MAY BE OTHER PROPOSALS IN THE COMING MONTHS. I MAY
NOT.SUPPORT EACH OF THESE, BUT I BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT TO TAKE
A THOROUGH LOOK AT FEDERAL CRIMINAL LAWS-
3
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PROVIDES LEADERSHIP BY MAKING SURE
INTERSTATE CRIME DOES NOT FALL BETWEEN THE CRACKS*
BUT IF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS TO BE AN EFFECTIVE PARTNER
IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME, IT MUST DO MORE*
IMPROVING FEDERAL CRIMINAL LAWS IS IMPORTANT. BUT IMPROVING
THE OVERALL CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM IS JUST AS IMPORTANT*
AMERICANS HAVE LOST FAITH IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM*
T.HEY DON T BELIEVE IT PROTECTS THEM FROM CRIMINALS. THEY DON T
THINK IT DISCOURAGES CRIME*
IT IS THE JOB OF CONGRESS AND THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TO
REFORM THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM* WE MUST RESTORE THE PUBLIC 'S
FAITH IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM*
FEDERAL BAIL LAWS ARE A GOOD EXAMPLE OF CHANGES THAT NEED TO
BE MADE. WE'VE ALL HEARD STORIES ABOUT DANGEROUS CRIMINALS BEING
ARRESTED AND IMMEDIATELY RE.LEASED ON BAIL -- NO MATTER HOW
DANGEROUS THEY ARE OR HOW HEINOUS THE CRIME THEY COMMITTED
AND WE'VE ALL HEARD ABOUT PEOPLE CONVICTED OF COMMITTING
SERIOUS CRIMES WHO RECEIVE TOUGH SENTENCES -- ONLY TO BE PAROLED
AFTER SERVING JUST A FEW YEARS*
STORIES LIKE THIS ARE OUTRAGEOUS. THEY ARE GRAPHIC
DEMONSTRATIONS OF THE INEQUITIES THAT NOW EXIST.
THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE IS CONSIDERING SEVERAL BILLS THAT
WOULD GO A LONG WAY TOWARD CORRECTING THESE INJUSTICES. THE BAIL
BILL WOULD ALLOW A JUDGE TO SET BAIL BASED ON THE SERIOUSNESS OF
THE CHARGE AND THE DEFENDANT'S POTENTIAL DANGER TO THE COMMUNITY*
THIS BILL WOULD EVEN ALLOW A JUDGE TO DENY PRE-TRIAL RELEASE
ALTOGETHER IF NO.WAY COULD BE FOUND TO ADEQUATELY PROTECT THE
PUBLIC FROM THE THREAT PRESENTED BY THE DEFENDANT*
A SENTENCING BILL WOULD SET A SYSTEM OF UNIFORM GUIDELINES
AND PRE-DETERMINED SENTENCES FOR FEDERAL CRIMES* THERE WOULD NO
LONGER BE ANY POSSIBILITY OF PAROLE OR EARLY RELEASE FOR
CONVICTED CRIMINALS*
THESE ARE SIGNIFICANT REFORMS. THEY SERVE AS MODELS -FOR
STATE ACTION*
i ~
BUT MOST IMPORTANT, THEY RESTORE FAIRNESS AND JUSTICE TO THE
SYSTEM. THEY REFLECT A CHANGE THAT GIVES MORE AND MORE
RECOGNITION TO THE PARAMOUNT RIGHTS OF THE PAST AND POTENTIAL
VICTIMS OF CRIME IN THIS SOCIETY.
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST PROVIDE LEADERSHIP. BUT IT IS
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS WHO DO MUCH OF THE WORK*
YOU ARE MAKING A VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION TO THAT EFFORT. WE
CAN NOT BE SUCCESSFUL IN REDUCING CRIME UNLESS YOU AND PEOPLE
LIKE YOU EVERYWHERE ARE INVOLVED.
ONLY THEN WILL THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN FEDERAL, STATE AND
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS BECOME REALITY*
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